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Summary

We know theater as a media, and its big effects on the audience.
Articles and books doesn't have such effects. Our predecessors were
also aware of this superiority. So, they designed a kind of religious
play that we know it as "Ta'ziyyah". This show dedicated to narrate
"Karbala uprising"” and the events that happened on the day of
"Ashura", before it and after. This article is based on a book has
written about 150 years ago by a European non -Muslim, on a trip to
the East. He wrote two volumes of this book and entitled it "The
miracle play of Hasan and Husain, collected from oral tradition". As
he noted, all texts of this book gattered of oral traditions, inside of
Persia and India.

By review this book, we will show how the media, and in this
particular case theater and play, can affects the audience thousands
of times more than books and articles in their beliefs and behaviors.
Antiquity of this book makes more confidence about what we are
trying to show, because it is written on the era that was lack of much
knowledge and awareness about "Shia" and its beliefs all around the
world. Therefore, "Ta'ziyyah" could have been considered as the first
meeting with "Shia" and getting know "Shiite beliefs".

Keywords

Theater - Play - Miracle Play - Religious Play - Ta'zieh - Ashura -
Muharram - Imam Hussein (AS) - Islamic History - Shiite History -
Shi'ism - Scenario - Orientalism - Orientalists - Modernization - Persia
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Pelly, Colonel sir Lewis?!, K.C.B4?, K.C.S.1.43, The miracle play of Hasan and Husain,
collected from oral tradition, (1879) Wm. H. Allen and co.*
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5> Mr. James Edwards
6 Mr. George Lucas
7 Rajputana, meaning "Land of the Rajputs", was a region in the Indian subcontinent that included mainly
the present-day Indian state of Rajasthan, as well as parts of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat, and some
adjoining areas of Sindh in modern-day southern Pakistan.
8 Vadodara, also known as Baroda, is the second largest city in the Indian state of Gujarat. It serves as the
administrative headquarters of the Vadodara district and is situated on the banks of the Vishwamitri River,
141 kilometres from the state capital of Gandhinagar. The railway line and National Highway 8, which
connect Delhi with Mumbai, pass through Vadodara. The city is named for its abundance of the Banyan
(Vad) tree.
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Mystery plays and miracle plays (they are distinguished as two different forms although the terms are
often used interchangeably) are among the earliest formally developed plays in medieval Europe.
Medieval mystery plays focused on the representation of Bible stories in churches as tableaux with
accompanying antiphonal song. They told of subjects such as the Creation, Adam and Eve, the murder of
Abel, and the Last Judgment. Often they were performed together in cycles which could last for days. The
name derives from mystery used in its sense of miracle, but an occasionally quoted derivation is from
ministerium, meaning craft, and so the 'mysteries' or plays performed by the craft guilds.
Miracle plays, or Saint's plays, are now distinguished from mystery plays as they specifically re-enacted
miraculous interventions by the saints, particularly St. Nicholas or St. Mary, into the lives of ordinary
people, rather than biblical events; however both of these terms are more commonly used by modern
scholars than they were by medieval people, who used a wide variety of terminology to refer to their
dramatic performances. Robert Chambers, writing in the 19th century, notes that "especially in England,
miracle [came] to stand for religious play in general".
10 Wollaston
11 Messrs. Allen and Co.
2 "The proper study of mankind, is man." Alexander Pope (1688-1744)
3 Miracle Play
14 pr. Birdwood, C.S.I. [Crime Scene Investigator] (Cﬁ- aons o y5k)
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27 Last trump: referring to the last of seven trumpets to be sounded at the Last Judgement.
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30 Once among the greatest cities of the Mediterranean world and a centre of Hellenic scholarship and
science, Alexandria was the capital of Egypt from its founding by Alexander the Great in 332 bce until its
surrender to the Arab forces led by ‘Amr ibn al-‘As in 642 ce.
31 Burton's "El Medinah and Maccah," chap. xxii. Vol. ii. P. 38, ed. 1857.
32 Sjr William Muir KCSI (27 April 1819 —11 July 1905) was a Scottish Orientalist, and colonial administrator,
Principal of the University of Edinburgh and Lieutenant Governor of the North-West Provinces of British
India. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Muir)
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3 tragedy _
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41 formerly serving in persia as secretary of legation, and political resident in the persian gulf.
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43 Knight Commander of the Order of the Star of India
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By Colonel sir Lewis Pelly, K.C.B, K.C.S.I., formerly serving in persia as secretary of legation, and political
resident in the persian gulf. Revised with explanatory notes by Arthur N. Wollaston, H.M. Indian (home)
service, translator of the "Anwar-i-suhaili", etc. Vol. I: 303 pages, scene | (1) to XVII (17). Vol. ll: 352 pages,
scene XVIII (18) to XXXVII (37), with notes' index. London: Printed by Wm. H. Allen and co., 13 Waterloo
place. Publishers to the india office. 1879
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